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Abstract

Jane Goodall, one of the world’s leading primatologists and conservationists, founded
Jane Goodall Institute in 1977. From 1991, she started to spread the ideas of “Roots & Shoots
program” through her speeches all over the world. This Institute established a branch in
Taiwan in 1998, Jane Goodall Institute- Republic of China, which assisted to develop Roots &
Shoots program. JGI-ROC encourages young people in Taiwan to form the Roots & Shoots
groups and care for their environment, communities and different kinds of animals. The
school teachers who usually play important roles in the R&S groups are also the main targets
that JGI-ROC carries out R&S programs on. This research explored the status, barriers, needs
and suggestions of junior high school and elementary school teachers’ participation in the
R&S program. Questionnaire was used as a data collection tool. A total of 122 teachers were
selected and surveyed; and 98 questionnaires were retrieved. Furthermore, 6 R&S

coordinators recommended by the institute adopted semi-structural interviews.

According to the results of this research, most R&S coordinators identify the ideas and
objects of R&S program and also believe that R&S program can be integrated into the grade
1-9 curriculum. R&S groups mainly consist of classes and most of them emphasize the care
and concern of the environment of their schools. However, they seldom communicated with
other local or foreign R&S groups. Most R&S teachers thought their group members achieved
not only the goal of environmental education but also the goal of R&S program after their
members experienced R&S curriculum and activities. Most of the barriers which R&S
coordinators encountered are “too busy to invest in”, “lack of partners”, “pressure of heavy
instruction”, “lack of background knowledge” and so on. R&S coordinators also need
professional assistance on environmental information and environmental education from the
institute. Moreover, the providence of different ways for better communication and messages

delivery are suggested. This research will make suggestions for R&S coordinators, Jane

Goodall Institute, and the following studies.
Key words: Roots & Shoots Program, Roots & Shoots coordinators, environmental education

teaching, environmental education program, environmental non-governmental

organizations.
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Only if we understand, can we care;

Only if we care, will we help;
Only if we help, shall all be saved.

- Jane Goodall
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