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Purple Milkweed Butterflies’
Migration

紫斑蝶的遷徙

Purple milkweed butterflies fly back to the north of Taiwan every spring.  Their migration is one of the most beautiful things you’ll ever experience in nature.  However, because of the construction of freeways, purple milkweed butterflies are facing a new danger.  Many are killed by fast moving cars or get lost because of how people change the land.  In order to guide purple milkweed butterflies to their homes safely, conservationists have asked the National Freeway Bureau and college students to help.  The National Freeway Bureau has declared that drivers must leave the outer lane to purple milkweed butterflies.  In addition, the bureau has also built a tunnel with protective nets and lamps to help the butterflies fly through while avoiding cars and careless drivers.  Through the help of caring people, purple milkweed butterflies can continue to return to their homes safely every spring.
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danger (n) 危險  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The patient is now out of danger.

那名病患現在已經脫離危險。

guide (v) 引導  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The dog is trained to guide the blind.

這隻狗被訓練來引導盲人。


while (conj) 當…的時候

Ken often listens to music while he is studying.

肯常常一邊唸書一邊聽音樂。

return (v) 返回；歸回  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Ally returned to her hometown at the age of sixty.

艾莉在六十歲的時候返回家鄉。


參考字彙，無須背誦

migration (n) 遷徙  eq \o\ac(○,中)
construction (n) 建築  eq \o\ac(○,中)
freeway (n) 高速公路  eq \o\ac(○,中)
conservationist (n) 保育人士  

bureau (n) 局  eq \o\ac(○,中)
declare (v) 宣告，公告  eq \o\ac(○,中)
lane (n) 車道  eq \o\ac(○,中)
protective (adj) 防護的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
When do milkweed butterflies fly north?
(A)
They fly north in winter.
(B)
They fly north in summer.
(C)
They fly north in spring.
(D)
They fly north in autumn.

(    ) 2.
Why may purple milkweed butterflies fail to return to their homes safely?
(A)
Because they forget to go home.
(B)
Because they get lost on the way home.
(C)
Because they are caught by people with nets.
(D)
Because they like to stay in the south of Taiwan in spring.

(    ) 3.
What does “conservationist” mean?


(A)
A conservationist is an officer who works for the National Freeway Bureau.

(B)
A conservationist is a driver who kills milkweed butterflies.
(C)
A conservationist is a person who encourages people to protect animals

or nature.
(D)
A conservationist is a student who hates milkweed butterflies.

(    ) 4.
According to this article, which statement is false about purple milkweed 
butterflies?
(A)
They have to fly back to the south of Taiwan in spring.
(B)
The construction of highways is dangerous for them.
(C)
Protective nets and lamps can guide them to fly safely.
(D)
Drivers must drive along the inner lane when purple milkweed butterflies

fly north.

(    ) 5.
According to this article, which statement is true about purple milkweed butterflies?
(A)
This summer, fast cars might kill them.
(B)
The National Freeway Bureau has done nothing to help them.
(C)
A tunnel was built to protect their migration this year.
(D)
College students study their migration.

Phishing

釣魚程式

Phishing is a way of tricking people over the Internet into giving out personal information like credit card or bank account numbers.  Phishing has been going on since the late 1990s.  One common example of phishing is getting an email from your bank.  The email looks real because it has the bank’s address, logo, and telephone numbers.  The letter mentions a problem and asks the person to enter their username and password.  The information then goes to the "phisher" who can then use the information to steal the person’s money.  

Phishing can also be used to trick people who like to use MSN Messenger.  Many seem to suspect that their "friends" are online but are ignoring them.  Phishers abuse this by setting up fake MSN block- checking websites.  The website then puts a small program into the user’s computer that looks for personal information.

Every year, people and businesses lose billions of dollars from phishing.  What can you do?  Use software to protect yourself and, most importantly, do not give out information about yourself too easily.  



trick (v) 哄騙  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The man tricked me into believing that he was very poor.

那名男子騙我相信他很窮。

personal (adj) 私人的；個人的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Can you stop asking me personal questions?

你能停止問我私人問題嗎？


steal (v) 偷；竊取  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The police found the person who stole Annie’s purse yesterday.

警察找到了昨天偷安妮錢包的人。

block (v) 封鎖  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The only road to the village was blocked.

通往這個村莊的唯一道路被封鎖了。


user (n) 使用者  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Many users complain about the new product.

很多使用者抱怨這個新產品。

protect (v) 保護；防護  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Helmets can protect your head in a traffic accident.

安全帽可以在交通意外時保護你的頭。


參考字彙，無需背誦

account (n) 帳戶  eq \o\ac(○,中)
mention (v) 提及  eq \o\ac(○,中)
suspect (v) 懷疑；猜想  eq \o\ac(○,中)
abuse (v) 濫用  eq \o\ac(○,中)
fake (adj) 假的；冒充的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
billion (n) 十億；大量  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What is phishing?
(A)
Phishing is a computer game.
(B)
Phishing is a way to know who is trying to cheat on us.
(C)
Phishing is a bank account.
(D)
Phishing is a way to get people’s personal information.

(    ) 2.
What might not be mentioned in a fake bank email?
(A)
The bank’s address, logo, and telephone numbers.
(B)
The phisher’s personal information.
(C)
Entering one’s username and password.
(D)
A problem between the bank and the person.

(    ) 3.
What will happen if phishers get someone’s personal information?
(A)
They can send them emails.
(B)
They can steal their money.
(C)
They can chat with them on MSN.
(D)
They can protect themselves.

(    ) 4.
How do phishers abuse MSN Messenger?
(A)
They set up fake websites to put a program into visitors’ computer.
(B)
They block their friends and look for personal information.
(C)
They suspect that their friends are online but are ignoring them.
(D)
They give out their credit card and bank account numbers.

(    ) 5.
What can you do to protect yourself from phishers?
(A)
Do not send emails to friends too often.
(B)
Visit fake MSN block-checking websites.  
(C)
Do not give out personal information too easily.
(D)
Use software from the phishers.


Global Warming

全球暖化

Global warming means a gradual rise in the earth’s temperature.  It seems to be slowly changing our natural environment — glaciers are melting in some places, and the habitats of plants and animals are changing.  

Most scientists say that human activities such as burning coal and gas — which increase the levels of carbon dioxide in the air — may contribute to global warming.  The scientists say everyone can help stop the problem.  For example, people can take public transportation rather than drive their own car.  Recycling can also be very helpful.

Some scientists, however, say that solar activity causes warming and that it is just a natural cycle.  In fact, it was recently found that Mars is warming as well.  This means the sun may also be a reason for warming on Mars and Earth. 



temperature (n) 溫度  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The temperature dropped rapidly.

溫度很快地降下。

environment (n) 環境  eq \o\ac(○,初)
It is important to protect our environment.

保護我們的環境是很重要的。

recycle (v) 回收  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Everyone should help recycle useful material resources.

每個人都應該幫忙做資源回收。


cause (v) 造成  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Peter is causing his parents much trouble.

彼得給他父母惹出很多麻煩。

recently (adv) 最近  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I started jogging only recently.

我最近才開始慢跑。


參考字彙，無須背誦
global (adj) 全球的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
gradual (adj) 逐漸的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
glacier (n) 冰河 

melt (v) 融化  eq \o\ac(○,中)
habitat (n) 棲息地


carbon dioxide (n) 二氧化碳 

contribute (v) 貢獻  eq \o\ac(○,中)
transportation (n) 交通工具  eq \o\ac(○,中)
solar (a) 太陽的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
cycle (n) 週期  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What does it in the first sentence mean?
(A)
It means the earth’s temperature.
(B)
It means global warming.
(C)
It means carbon dioxide.
(D)
It means coal.

(    ) 2.
According to some scientists, why is the earth’s temperature rising gradually?
(A)
Because glaciers are melting quickly.
(B)
Because students go to school by bus.
(C)
Because more carbon dioxide is in the air.
(D)
Because it is influenced by the Mars.

(    ) 3.
According to some scientists, how may global warming affect our natural environment?
(A)
It may cause animals to speed their birth rate.
(B)
It may increase the level of carbon dioxide in the air.
(C)
It may burn out coal and gas quickly.
(D)
The habitats of plants may change.

(    ) 4.
According to some scientists, what can people do to stop the rise in the earth’s temperature?
(A)
People can burn coal, gas, and oil more often. 
(B)
People can use products that can be recycled.
(C)
People can drive their car to work.
(D)
People can stop the influence of the sun to the Earth.

(    ) 5.
Which statement is true?
(A)
Global warming seems to be happening on both Mars and Earth.
(B)
People’s life will not be influenced by global warming.
(C)
Global warming is not changing our natural environment.
(D)
People can do nothing to improve global warming.


Uh, Is It a Boy or Girl?
男女大不同

Ali and Annie — Annie died a few years ago — were an elephant “couple” at a Kaohsiung zoo; the zoo even arranged a public wedding ceremony for them.  The couple, however, never had baby elephants.  People recently found out why: both elephants were female!  Many people around the world wondered why the zoo didn’t know the difference between male and female elephants…for twenty-eight years.  (For twenty years, the zoo also wrongly identified a crocodile that bit off someone’s arm).  The zoo said that they knew Ali was female: they just wanted everyone to think the elephants were a couple because it was more fun and it might attract more visitors.  Some think it’s okay to lie to make things interesting, but many say the public should always be told the truth, even if boring.  The government had the sex of the 683 animals checked so this wouldn’t happen again.


arrange (v) 安排  eq \o\ac(○,初)
She will arrange a birthday party for her mother.

她會幫她媽媽安排一場生日派對。

female (adj) 雌性的；女性的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Tarzan saw a female bear in the forest.

泰山在森林裡看到一隻母熊。

wonder (v) 納悶；對…感到懷疑  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The teacher wondered if the students knew the answer.

那個老師不確定學生們是否知道答案。


male (adj) 雄性的；男性的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Many of my male friends like to watch football games.

我的很多男性朋友都喜歡看足球賽。

government (n) 政府  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The government has decided to fight against criminal gangs.

政府已經決定要打擊犯罪組織。


參考字彙，無須背誦
ceremony (n) 典禮  eq \o\ac(○,中)
identify  (v) 確認；識別  eq \o\ac(○,中)
crocodile (n) 鱷魚


attract (v) 吸引  eq \o\ac(○,中)
interesting (adj) 有趣的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
sex (n) 性別  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
Who is male?
(A)
Ali only.
(B)
Annie only.
(C)
Both Ali and Annie.
(D)
Neither Ali nor Annie.

(    ) 2.
Why didn’t Ali and Annie have baby elephants?
(A)
Because Annie died a few years ago.
(B)
Because the zoo made them a couple.
(C)
Because they are both female.
(D)
Because they didn’t like the wedding ceremony.

(    ) 3.
What did the government do so this kind of mistake wouldn’t happen again? 
(A)
They attracted more people to visit the zoo.
(B)
They made everything more interesting.
(C)
They identified a crocodile as a female.
(D)
They had the sex of the 683 animals checked.

(    ) 4.
Which is a statement of fact?
(A)
Many people thought Ali was male before.
(B)
An elephant couple is more interesting and fun.
(C)
The sex of all the other animals at the zoo is correct.
(D)
It’s okay to lie to make things interesting.

(    ) 5.
Which is a statement of opinion?
(A)
The zoo gave the elephants a wedding.
(B)
A public wedding is fun and interesting.
(C)
The wedding was open to the public.
(D)
Annie, an elephant, died a few years ago.

The Flat Light Bulb

燈泡扁掉了？！
A Taiwanese inventor, H.P. Huang, discovered how to make light in the shape of thin paper that can bend; he started selling these lights last year.  These lights can be placed in many creative places.  Just imagine: walls, floors, windows, cell phones, street signs, and even your own clothes can light up!  A few rock bands light up their drums and signs for effect as well.  But these lights aren’t just chic; they’re also environment-friendly: they use less energy than regular lights and create no heat.  Their bright white color is also more pleasant than the blue color of fluorescent lights; but they aren’t bright enough yet to light up a room — Taiwanese scientists are still working on that.  Huang’s flat light bulb was named one of the best inventions in 2006 by Time magazine.  It could be the new light of the future.


discover (v) 發現  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Who discovered the secret?

誰發現這個秘密的？

energy (n) 能源  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Scientists are trying to find new sources of energy.

科學家試著找到新能源。

regular (adj) 一般的；有規律的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Regular exercise can help you keep fit.

規律的運動能幫你維持身材。


create (v) 產生；創造  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Thomas Edison created the first light bulb.

愛迪生創造了第一顆燈泡。

bright (adj) 明亮的；（顏色）鮮亮的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The bright sunlight woke me up.

明亮的陽光把我喚醒了。

pleasant (adj) 令人舒適的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
They had a pleasant holiday in Malaysia.

他們在馬來西亞渡過很棒的假期。


參考字彙，無須背誦
bulb (n) 燈泡  eq \o\ac(○,中)
inventor (n) 發明家  eq \o\ac(○,中)
bend (v) 彎曲  eq \o\ac(○,中)
creative (adj) 有創意的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
effect (n) 效果


chic (adj) 時髦的

environment-friendly 

　　(adj) 環境友善的，不破壞環境的

fluorescent (adj) 螢光的

invention (n) 發明  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What is this article mainly about?
(A)
A famous inventor from Taiwan.
(B)
Some rock bands that light up their drums.
(C)
A new kind of light started selling in 2006.
(D)
The best inventions last year.

(    ) 2.
Why is this new kind of light special?
(A)
It is made in Taiwan.
(B)
It is thin and can bend.
(C)
It is made of paper.
(D)
It was first sold last year.

(    ) 3.
What may be one reason for using this new light?
(A)
To make special effects.
(B)
To play drums well. 
(C)
To create heat.
(D)
To be friendly.

(    ) 4.
How is this new light different?
(A)
It can be placed in fewer places.
(B)
It has more color.
(C)
It is brighter in a room.
(D)
It wastes less energy.

(    ) 5.
What are Taiwanese scientists doing with this light?
(A)
They are making it less environment-friendly.
(B)
They are changing it into the shape of regular lights.
(C)
They are making it brighter to light up a room.
(D)
They are naming it the best invention of the year.


Chien-Ming Wang
王建民

Since he was a teenager, Chien-Ming Wang has had enthusiasm for baseball and practiced hard to be a good pitcher.  In 1997, Chien-Ming Wang was selected as one of the players for the IBAF Junior World Cup.  However, some family issues later grieved him so much that he once even wanted to give up playing.  After his coaches’ and teachers’ encouragement, he finally recovered from the sorrow and decided to take the
mound again.  In 2000, Wang became part of the Yankees
and developed his pitching skills.  Standing on the mound
of MLB America, Chien-Ming Wang now serves as a role
model inspiring other Taiwanese young people to chase
after their dreams. 

select (v) 選擇；挑選  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Kevin was selected to be our team leader.

Kevin被選為我們的組長。

recover (v) 恢復  eq \o\ac(○,初)
You need to get more rest to recover from your cold soon.

你需要多休息，感冒才能快好。

serve (v) 當；擔任；服務  eq \o\ac(○,初)
She serves the customers very well.

她把客戶服務得很好。


role model (n) 模範；榜樣  eq \o\ac(○,初)
My father is my role model of an honest person.

我爸爸的誠實為人是我學習的榜樣。

inspire (v) 激勵；鼓舞  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Her speech inspired the students to work hard on their studies.

她的演講激勵學生們認真讀書。

chase after (v) 追求  eq \o\ac(○,初)
She has never given up chasing after her dream of being a designer.

她從沒放棄追求當設計家的夢想。


參考字彙，無須背誦
enthusiasm (n) 熱情  eq \o\ac(○,中)
pitcher (n) 投手 

IBAF (n) International Baseball Federation
　　　  國際棒球總會 

issue (n) 問題  eq \o\ac(○,中)
grieve (v) 使悲傷；使苦惱  eq \o\ac(○,中)

encouragement (n) 鼓舞；激勵  eq \o\ac(○,中)
sorrow (n) 悲傷  eq \o\ac(○,中)
mound (n) 投手丘 

pitch (v) 投球  eq \o\ac(○,中)
MLB (n) Major League Baseball
        美國大聯盟
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What might “IBAF Junior World Cup” mean?
(A)
It might be a beautiful cup.
(B)
It might be a famous player.
(C)
It might be a football team.
(D)
It might be a baseball game.
(    ) 2.
Why did Chien-Ming Wang try to give up playing baseball?
(A)
Because he felt he was not good at playing baseball.
(B)
Because he was stopped by his parents.
(C)
Because he was sad at that time.
(D)
Because he was blamed by his coaches.
(    ) 3.
According to the article, which statement is true?
(A)
Wang pitches for an American baseball team.
(B)
Wang plays basketball very well.
(C)
Wang does not go to America.
(D)
Wang started to play baseball in 1997.
(    ) 4.
Which statement is false?
(A)
In 1997, Wang once wanted to give up playing baseball.
(B)
In 1997, Wang signed a contract with the Yankees.
(C)
In 2000, Wang became one of the Yankees.
(D)
In 2000, Wang signed a contract with the Yankees.
(    ) 5.
What might we learn from Chien-Ming Wang?
(A)
We should not listen to others’ encouragement.
(B)
We must go to America to develop skills.
(C)
We must learn to play baseball.
(D)
We should try hard to chase after our dreams.

Chew on This

咀嚼一下吧！

Gum, often found under seats and desks in a classroom, can give teachers a headache and get students in trouble.  But studies suggest that chewing gum has a positive side.  Almost everyone knows that gum cleans teeth and makes your breath smell fresh.  What most people don’t know is that it can help with your school work: gum improves concentration and memory.  After looking at a list of fifteen words, students could remember only six or seven of them.  When chewing gum, however, they remembered eight or nine.  As a result, some teachers now allow gum during tests… but only if students follow rules.

trouble (n) 麻煩  eq \o\ac(○,初)
He cheated on the exam and got in big trouble.
他考試作弊，給自己惹了大麻煩。

suggest (v) 建議  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The salesperson suggested I try their new product.
售貨員建議我試試他們的新產品。

positive (adj) 正面的；積極的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Customers had positive things to say about our service.
顧客對我們的服務有正面的評價。


fresh (adj) 新鮮的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I usually go to the mountains to enjoy the fresh air.
我常常去山上享受新鮮空氣。

memory (n) 記憶  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Tina has a bad memory for names.
Tina對名字的記憶力很不好。

allow (v) 允許  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Drunk driving is not allowed.
酒後駕車是不被允許的。


參考字彙，無須背誦
chew on (v phr) 是「反覆地啃」，常用來
               比喻「仔細思量」。

gum (n) 口香糖  eq \o\ac(○,中)
give sb. a headache (v phr) 令人頭痛


breath (n) 口氣  eq \o\ac(○,中)
improve (v) 改善  eq \o\ac(○,中)
concentration (n) 專心  eq \o\ac(○,中)
as a result (adv phr) 因此；結果

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
How does chewing gum help with school work?
(A)
It improves your teeth and breath.
(B)
It helps you pay attention and remember.
(C)
It helps you follow rules during tests.
(D)
It helps you not know most people.

(    ) 2.
Why might teachers not like gum?
(A)
They often find it under seats and desks.
(B)
They think it improves students’ memory.
(C)
They think students will know six things. 
(D)
They want students to do well on tests.

(    ) 3.
Why do some teachers allow gum now?
(A)
Everyone knows that it’s good.
(B)
Students have clean teeth and breath.
(C)
Students get in trouble.
(D)
Students do better in tests.

(    ) 4.
How does chewing gum help students?
(A)
They can understand words better.
(B)
They can all follow the rules.
(C)
They can finish their homework faster.
(D)
They can remember more words.

(    ) 5.
What kind of rules might the article be referring to? 
(A)
No gum during tests.
(B)
No running in the classroom.
(C)
Throw gum in the trash can.
(D)
Put gum under your desk.


I’m NOT A Stupid Bag

環保包環保嗎？
“Stop pushing!”  “Help!”  If you were at Breeze Center on July 6, 2007, you would probably see a huge, noisy crowd of all ages from teenagers to grandparents all competing to buy… an environmental bag.  Anya Hindmarch, a famous English brand-name, just came out with a limited edition NT$500 environmental bag that has caused a global craze.  In a time of global warming, this may not seem to be such a bad thing.  

Unfortunately, this global craze is probably more of a
fashion statement than of any love for our planet.
Although using less plastic bags is good, there are
many other activities such as recycling and using
energy efficiently that can also help our environment.

Be smart.  Will buying brand-named environmental
bags really help our planet?


probably (adv) 或許；很可能  eq \o\ac(○,初)
It would probably rain today.

今天很可能會下雨。

huge (adj) 巨大的；龐大的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
There’s a huge rock on the street.

路上有一顆很大的石頭。

teenager (n) 13至19歲的青少年  eq \o\ac(○,初)
A lot of teenagers like to listen to pop music. 

很多青少年喜歡聽流行音樂。


planet (n) 行星  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The Earth is one of the planets around the sun.

地球是環繞太陽的其中一顆行星。

activity (n) 活動  eq \o\ac(○,初)
You can do many different activities at the beach.

在海邊，你可以做許多不同的活動。


參考字彙，無須背誦
compete (v) 競爭  eq \o\ac(○,中)
environmental bag (n) 環保袋

brand-name (n) 名牌

limited (a) 有限的；限量的

edition (n) 發行  eq \o\ac(○,中)

craze (n) 瘋狂；（一時的）狂熱

unfortunately (adv) 不幸地  eq \o\ac(○,中)
fashion (n) 流行  eq \o\ac(○,中)
statement (n) 聲明  eq \o\ac(○,中)
plastic (adj) 塑膠的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
efficiently (adv) 有效率地  eq \o\ac(○,中)
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
Where would you see a huge, noisy crowd on July 6, 2007?
(A)
At a swimming pool.
(B)
At a concert.
(C)
At Breeze Center.
(D)
At a school.

(    ) 2.
What did the people in the crowd want to buy?
(A)
An environmental bag.
(B)
A new car.
(C)
Some brand-named clothes.
(D)
New shoes.

(    ) 3.
According to this article, what caused a global craze?
(A)
Global warming.
(B)
A new cell phone.
(C)
A popular movie.
(D)
The Anya Hindmarch bag.

(    ) 4.
What does the author of this article think about this global craze?
(A)
He thinks this global craze is very good for the environment.
(B)
He thinks this global craze is very bad for the environment.
(C)
He thinks this global craze is more of a fashion statement.
(D)
He doesn’t have an opinion about this global craze.

(    ) 5.
Which of the following statements would the author NOT agree with?
(A)
Using less plastic bags is good in a time of global warming.
(B)
Buying brand-named bags is important to everyone.
(C)
Recycling is a great way to help the environment.
(D)
We should buy energy-efficient products.


Nutrition and Height

飲食與身高

People in every country should be about the same height.  In that case, why are Americans among the tallest in the world?  (Historically, they were the tallest; but now, the Dutch are.)  According to scientists, it’s childhood diet that makes a country’s people taller or shorter.  If people get proper nutrition when they’re young, they would more likely be taller when they’re adults.  So, American and Dutch people ate more properly as they were growing up.  Scientists also found that tall people are healthier and live longer.  It’s not because they’re taller — but because they had healthier eating habits.


height (n) 身高；高度  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The height of Taipei 101 is 509 m.

台北101大樓的高度為五百零九公尺。

scientist (n) 科學家  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Albert Einstein is one of the greatest scientists. 

愛因斯坦是許多偉大科學家的其中之一。

childhood (n) 童年時期  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Mozart had shown his musical talent in his childhood.

莫札特在童年時間便已經展現出他的音樂天分。

diet (n) 飲食  eq \o\ac(○,初)
To maintain a healthy body, we must have a proper diet.

我們必須有良好的飲食來維持身體健康。


adult (n) 成年人  eq \o\ac(○,初)
In Taiwan, an adult is a person who reaches the legal age of 18 years old.

在台灣，成年人指的是達到法定年齡十八歲的人。

habit (n) 習慣  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Exercising regularly is a good habit that everybody should have.

定期運動是每個人應該要有的好習慣。

參考字彙，無須背誦
historically (adv) 在歷史上 

tallest (adj) 最高的 

Dutch (n) 荷蘭人

proper (adj) 適合的；恰當的；正確的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
nutrition (n) 營養；營養物  eq \o\ac(○,中)
healthier (adj) 比較健康的



註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
Which is false?
(A)
People live longer because they’re taller.
(B)
The Dutch are the tallest people in the world.
(C)
Tall people live longer.
(D)
People live longer because they eat better.
(    ) 2.
What is true?
(A)
People with proper childhood nutrition might grow shorter in adult.
(B)
People with proper childhood nutrition might grow taller.
(C)
Proper nutrition has nothing to do with our height.
(D)
Short people must have bad nutrition in their childhood.
(    ) 3.
According to this article, why are Dutch the tallest people in the world?
(A)
It’s because they ate more properly as they were growing.
(B)
It’s because they live in the North.
(C)
It’s because they were born to be taller than others.
(D)
It’s because their food are the best in the world.
(    ) 4.
According to this article, what is true about tall people?
(A)
They are genetically superior to short people.
(B)
They are healthier because they can breathe cleaner air.
(C)
They could live longer because they have healthier eating habits.
(D)
They spent more money on food than short ones did.
(    ) 5.
Which of the following statements would the author NOT agree with?
(A)
Tall people usually have healthier eating habits.
(B)
Tall people might live longer than short people.
(C)
Proper nutrition could make people grow taller.


(D)
Dutch people must have the best living environment and food in the world.
中文翻譯：

世界上每個國家人民的身高，應該都差不多。如果這樣的話，那為何美國人會是全球最高的呢？（歷史上，美國人曾經是最高的人種，現今則為荷蘭人。）根據科學家們的研究，童年時期的飲食會影響國人身材的高矮。假如人民在年幼時有獲取充分的營養，他們在成年時便比較有可能長的比別人高。也就是說，荷蘭人與美國人在發育過程中有攝取正確的飲食。科學家們也發現，身材高挑的人通常活的比較久，身體也比較健康。這並不是因為他們長的比較高，而是因為他們的飲食習慣比較好。


Popping Lychees

「砰」荔枝

“Mom!  My hands and arms are so sticky, and I got lychee juice all over my T- shirt again!  I think some of the juice is on the floor too!”  This eating disaster may be familiar to all of you parents who’ve let your children eat some lychees by themselves.  But good news is coming!  A new lychee variety called “Rosy Red” was shown last month at the Taiwan Agricultural Technology Marketplace exhibition.  Unlike other lychees, this large and sweet variety does not need to be peeled.  With just a gentle squeeze, the lychee’s skin opens in half from top to bottom.  This allows the white meat of the fruit to be popped directly into your mouth!  So parents, say goodbye to messy clean-ups, because the popping lychees are here!


juice (n) 果汁  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I love to drink watermelon juice in the summer.

我喜歡在夏天喝西瓜汁。

parent (n) 父親；母親  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Parents are always worried about their children.

父母親總是擔心自己孩子的安危。

news (n) 新聞  eq \o\ac(○,初)
My father likes to watch the news during dinner time.

我父親喜歡在晚餐時間收看新聞。

sweet (adj) 甜的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
This chocolate ice cream tastes very sweet.

巧克力冰淇淋吃起來非常的甜。

allow (v) 准許；給予  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The teacher allowed the students to play for ten minutes.

老師給學生們十分鐘的遊戲時間。


skin (n) 皮膚  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Babies have very soft skin.

嬰兒的皮膚很柔軟。

參考字彙，無須背誦
sticky (adj) 黏黏的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
peel (v) 剝皮  eq \o\ac(○,中)
lychee (s) (n) 荔枝  eq \o\ac(○,中)
squeeze (v) 榨；擠；壓  eq \o\ac(○,中)
disaster (n) 災難；不幸

messy (adj) 雜亂的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
familiar (adj) 熟悉的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
variety (n) 品種；變化  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Taiwan Agricultural Technology Marketplace 台灣農業技術交易市集

exhibition (n) 展覽  eq \o\ac(○,中)


註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
According to “Popping Lychees,” what might happen when children eat lychees by themselves?
(A)
They might eat too many lychees.
(B)
They might not like to eat lychees.
(C)
They might only drink the lychee juice.
(D)
They might get lychee juice on their clothes.

(    ) 2.
What is the name of the new lychee variety?
(A)
Disaster.
(B)
Rosy Red.
(C)
Sweet Lychee.
(D)
Taiwan Agricultural Technology Market Place.

(    ) 3.
What is different about this new lychee variety?
(A)
It looks like a rose.
(B)
It has no seeds.
(C)
It does not need to be peeled.
(D)
It is hard to eat.

(    ) 4.
How does the new lychee variety’s skin open?
(A)
It opens from left to right.
(B)
It opens from top to bottom.
(C)
It opens by itself.
(D)
It does not open.

(    ) 5.
What do you think might happen when children eat lychees from this new variety?
(A)
They would get lychee juice on their clothes.
(B)
They would get lychee juice on the floor.
(C)
They would not get lychee juice on their clothes.
(D)
They would not eat the lychee.

中文翻譯：

「媽咪！我的手臂與手掌都黏黏的，而且我的T恤上面又到處沾滿了荔枝的汁液！我想有些果汁也滴到地板上了！」曾經讓孩子自己動手吃荔枝的父母們，相信您對於這類的「荔枝大災難」，應該不會感到陌生。不過這裡有個好消息要告訴大家！上個月在台灣農業技術交易市集裡，一個全新品種，叫做「玫瑰紅」的荔枝在展覽中首度亮相。有別於其他荔枝，這個又大又甜的新品種不需要剝皮。只要輕輕地一擠，荔枝的外殼就會由上到下裂成兩半。如此一來，荔枝白色的果肉便可以直接進到您的口中！所以各位家長們，向髒亂的清掃說再見吧，因為「砰」荔枝來了！


The New “Hope of Taiwan”
台灣的「新希望」

On Sept. 9, 2007, Yung-jan Chan (詹詠然) and Chia-jung Chuang (莊佳容) made history by finishing second in the U.S. Open women’s doubles.  They are the first Taiwanese pair to ever reach a final at the U.S. Open. Chan, 18, and Chuang, 22, first came into the spotlight when they surprised the world by making into the finals of the women’s doubles in the 2007 Australian Open.  Dubbed as the “Hope of Taiwan” by the Taiwanese media, Chan and Chuang continued to shine as they defeated Agnes Szavay of Hungary and Vladimira Uhlirova of the Czech Republic, 6-2 7-6, on Sept. 6 to enter the championship match against Nathalie Dechy of France and Dinara Safina of Russia.  Unfortunately, the Taiwanese duo was overpowered by the France and Russia pair, 6-4 6-2, losing the trophy and the $400,000 award.  Even though they lost, the duo remained confident that they’ll eventually win one of these finals. In their post-match interview, Chan stated that all they need to win is more experience, a better state of mind, and to relax.  Probably, in the near future, they’ll join the ranks of Taiwanese sports superstars such as Chien-Ming Wang (王建民) and Kevin Lin (林義傑)! 



history (n) 歷史  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Neil Armstrong made history by becoming the first human to step on the Moon.

尼爾．阿姆斯壯藉著成為第一位登上月球的人類締造歷史。


reach (v) 達成  eq \o\ac(○,初)
By working day and night, John was able to reach his goal — to open his own restaurant.

藉由日以繼夜的工作，約翰得以達成他的夢想 ── 開一家自己的餐廳。


surprise (v) 給…驚喜  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The student surprised her teacher by getting a perfect score on her English test.

這位學生藉由在英文考試得高分的方式，給她的老師一個驚喜。

continue (v) 繼續；持續  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The students were punished because they continued to talk after being asked to be quiet.

這些學生因為被要求保持安靜之後還繼續說話，而受到處罰。

confident (adj) 有信心的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
He is confident that he’ll do well in the speech contest.

他有信心自己會在演講比賽中表現出色。

interview (n) 面試  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Always try to come early to an interview.

面試時切記要提前抵達現場。


參考字彙，無須背誦
spotlight (n) 聚光燈

dub (v) 授予…稱號

doubles (n) 雙打  eq \o\ac(○,初)
defeat (v) 擊敗  eq \o\ac(○,中)
media (n) 媒體

championship (adj) 冠軍賽的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
duo (n) 二人組

overpowered (adj) 被打敗的

trophy (n) 獎盃

eventually (adv) 最後；終於  eq \o\ac(○,中)  

post-match (adj) 比賽過後的

state of mind (phr) 心境；心態

ranks (n) 行列  eq \o\ac(○,中)
superstar (n) 巨星

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

台灣網球雙嬌莊佳容與詹詠然，於2007年9月9號在美國女子雙打公開賽以亞軍的成績締造歷史。她們是台灣首對打進美國公開賽總決賽的組合。現年18歲的詹詠然以及22歲的莊佳容，在闖進2007年澳洲女子雙打公開賽的決賽時驚豔全球，首度成為鎂光燈的焦點。被台灣媒體稱為「台灣的希望」的兩位小將，持續閃耀著光芒。她們日前以6比2、7比6擊敗匈牙利選手斯扎維以及來自捷克選手烏里若娃，進入冠軍賽對上法國選手迪琦與俄羅斯選手沙芬娜。不幸地，兩名台灣嬌娃被法國與俄羅斯的組合以6比4、6比2擊敗，失去贏得4萬美元獎金以及冠軍獎盃的機會。儘管落敗，這對雙人組仍然有信心他們總有一天會贏得一座冠軍。在賽後訪問裡，詹詠然表示只要她們有更多的經驗、更好的心態調整以及懂得放輕鬆心情，必定能奪得冠軍。或許在不久的將來，她們會加入林義傑以及王建民的行列，成為台灣體壇的的超級巨星。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
How well did Chan and Chuang do in the U.S. Open women’s doubles?
(A)
They were the champions.
(B)
They were second in the Australian Open women’s doubles.
(C)
They finished second in the U.S. Open women’s doubles.
(D)
They didn’t reach the finals.

(    ) 2.
When did the Taiwanese duo first become famous?
(A)
When they reached the finals in the U.S. Open women’s doubles.
(B)
When they lost to Dechy and Safina.
(C)
When they defeated Szavay and Uhlirova.
(D)
When they reached the finals at the Australian Open women’s doubles.

(    ) 3.
What title did the Taiwanese media give Chan and Chuang?
(A)
Superstars of Taiwan.
(B)
Hope of Taiwan.
(C)
The New Chien-Ming Wang.
(D)
Tennis’s New Hope.

(    ) 4.
Who defeated Chan and Chuang in the U.S. Open women’s doubles?
(A)
Dechy and Safina.
(B)
Szavay and Uhlirova.
(C)
Kevin Lin.
(D)
Chien-Ming Wang.

(    ) 5.
Which of the following did Chan NOT say they need to win?
(A)
Better luck.
(B)
More experience.
(C)
Better state of mind.
(D)
To relax.


Being a Godwit Is Not Easy!
飛行高手「黑尾鷸」

Do you think it’s far to travel from Taipei to Kaohsiung?  Think again!  A female bar-tailed godwit was recorded flying over 11,585 kilometers — the farthest non-stop flight recorded for a land bird.  The godwit flew for eight days without food, water and rest.  This is an amazing feat if we consider that the length of Taiwan is only 394 kilometers long — flying 11,585km would allow us to travel from Taipei to Kaohsiung 29.4 times!  This feat was recorded by scientists from USA and New Zealand while working together to understand the possible transmission of avian influenza by migratory birds.  The godwit along with fifteen other godwits was first captured in New Zealand and then tagged with battery-powered satellite transmitters.  These transmitters allowed the scientists to track the birds’ annual migration which lasted around seven months and covered over 28,000 kilometers.  Godwits can usually live up to twenty years.  If 28,000 kilometers was a Godwit’s average annual flight distance, then an adult godwit would fly over 560,000 kilometers in its lifetime!  

female (adj) 雌性的；女性的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Hilary Clinton may become the first female president in the US.

希拉蕊．柯林頓可能是美國史上第一位女總統。

farther (adj) 比較遠的(最高級為farthest)  eq \o\ac(○,初)
This is the farthest we can go.
我們最遠就只能走到這了。


flight (n) 飛行；航班  eq \o\ac(○,初)
We met on a flight from Taiwan to Hong Kong.
我們在台灣飛往香港的航班上相遇。

amazing (a) 驚人的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
It was amazing!  He walked on water!
真是令人吃驚啊！他能在水面上行走！


consider (v) 考慮  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I am considering buying a new car.
我考慮要買台新車。

length (n) 長度  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The length of the mini-car is only two meters.
這輛迷你車的長度只有兩公尺。

along with 同行；一起(為不可分開片語)  eq \o\ac(○,初)
She lost her bag, along with her purse and cell phone.
她把皮包和手機連同包包一起弄丟了。

capture (v) 捕捉；俘虜  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Have you seen the news?  Twenty Korean tourists were captured by the Taliban.

你有看新聞嗎？20名韓國旅客被塔利班組織俘虜了。

tag (v) 加上標籤  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Every crocodile was tagged with a number.  每隻鱷魚都被貼上號碼標籤。

satellite (n) 衛星  eq \o\ac(○,中)
The baseball game came live by satellite from the USA.

這場棒球比賽是經由衛星從美國即時轉播的。

track (v) 追蹤  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The hunter tracked the bear to its cave and killed it.
獵人追蹤這隻熊到洞穴裡面，並且把牠殺死。

last (v) 持續  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Our meeting lasted for only ten minutes.
我們的會議只進行了10分鐘。


cover (v) 涵蓋  eq \o\ac(○,初)
They started walking in the morning and covered ten miles by noon.

他們從早上到中午總共走了十公里遠。

average (adj) 平均的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
The average temperature for this time of year is 28℃.
每年此時的平均溫度為攝氏28度。

annual (adj) 年度的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Our annual company feast will be held in January.
我們公司的年終尾牙將會在一月舉行。

distance (n) 距離  eq \o\ac(○,初)
What is the distance between your house and your school?
從你家到學校距離多遠啊？

lifetime (n) 一生；終身  eq \o\ac(○,中)
He made many great movies in his lifetime.
他一生中製作了許多很棒的電影。
參考字彙，無須背誦
godwit (n) 黑尾鷸
feat (n) 事蹟；偉業
transmission (n) 傳播
avian influenza 禽流感(or bird flu)
battery-powered (adj) 用電池驅動的 transmitter (n) 傳輸器
migration (n) 遷移
中文翻譯：

你覺得從台北到高雄的旅程很遠嗎？哪你得要再想一想囉！記錄顯示，曾經有一隻針尾鷸雌鳥持續飛行超過11,585公里，是陸上鳥類最遠的不間斷飛行記錄。這隻黑尾鷸在沒有食物、飲水以及休息的情況下飛行了八天之久。這是一項驚人的事蹟，如果我們用總長394公里的台灣來計算，飛行11,585公里已經足夠讓我們從台北到高雄29.4趟之多。這項壯舉是由一群來自美國和紐西蘭的科學家所記錄下來的，當時他們正在共同研究禽流感病菌經由候鳥傳播之可能性。這隻黑尾鷸以及15隻同行的伙伴在行經紐西蘭的時候被捕捉到，隨後科學家們在牠們身上加上使用電池驅動的衛星訊號傳輸器。這些傳輸器讓科學家們能夠追蹤候鳥每年長達七個月、行經28,000公里的遷移活動。黑尾鷸通常可以活到20歲。如果28,000公里是黑尾鷸每年的平均飛行距離，那麼一隻成年的黑尾鷸在牠一生當中則可以飛行超過560,000公里的距離！

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
Why did the author say it’s not easy being a godwit?
(A)
They have to fly long distances every year.
(B)
They have to fly, eat, and sleep at the same time.
(C)
They are often captured and studied by scientists.
(D)
They have to live to be very old.
(    ) 2.
How far can a godwit fly without food and rest?
(A)
Eight days non-stop.
(B)
28,000km in seven months.
(C)
20 times the length of Taiwan.
(D)
560,000 kilometers in a lifetime.
(    ) 3.
Where were the godwits caught and tagged?
(A)
USA
(B)
New Zealand
(C)
Taiwan
(D)
Korea
(    ) 4.
Why did the scientists tag the godwits?
(A)
They wanted to know how far the godwits could fly non-stop.
(B)
They wanted to understand the transmission of avian influenza by birds.
(C)
They wanted to learn how far godwits fly in a lifetime.
(D)
They tagged the birds by accident.
(    ) 5.
Which of the following is true?
(A)
Godwits are sea birds.
(B)
Godwits live in New Zealand all year round.
(C)
Godwits can fly for seven days without rest.
(D)
Godwits can live longer than humans.

A Fun New Gadget at the National Taiwan Science Education Center

科教館的「新花樣」

Have you ever been to a guided tour at the National Taiwan Science Education Center and thought the tour guide was speaking in an alien language?  Well, you’re in luck!  On Oct. 10, 2007, the center announced that it has a new computer-based tour guide system, which is the first of its kind in Taiwan.  The new system is designed to give information about an exhibit according to the age and educational level of the user.  At this time, this system is provided at 20 locations in the center in the form of a 1.2m-tall, box-shaped machines.  Visitors can activate the virtual tour guide on these machines by using their membership cards.  In addition, this system can also record the information users learned on the tour and send it to an email account.  This allows users to review what they have learned at a later time.  Finally, the system is only currently available in Mandarin, but the center is working on adding English functions to it in the near future.  Thus, the next time you visit the center, the tour guide will sound more like a human instead of someone from Mars.



tour (n) 旅遊；參訪  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Our tour of the candy factory was fun and exciting.

我們到糖果工廠的參訪活動既有趣又刺激。


guide (n) 嚮導；導遊  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The tour guide taught us many things about the Grand Canyon when we were there.

在那邊的時候，導遊告訴我們許多關於大峽谷的事情。


system (n) 系統  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The new grading system helps teachers to grade tests more fairly.

這個新的評分系統幫助老師更客觀地評量考試成績。

information (n) 資訊  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Where can I find information on the history of Taiwan?

我在哪裡可以找到關於台灣歷史的資訊呢？

visitor (n) 遊客  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Around 2 million visitors go to the Leaning Tower of Pisa each year.

每年大約有200萬名遊客去參觀比薩斜塔。


參考字彙，無須背誦
National Taiwan Science Education
     Center (n) 國立台灣科學教育館

email account (n) 電子郵件帳戶

announce (v) 發表

Mandarin (n) 中文

exhibit (n) 展覽

educational level (n) 教育程度

alien language (n) 外星語

location (n) 地點

activate (v) 啟動

Mars (n) 火星

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

您到國立台灣科學教育館（簡稱科教館）參加導覽行程的時候，是否覺得講解員說的是外星語呢？為此感到困擾的各位，你們有福了！ 2007年10月10日，科教館發表台灣首見、以電腦為主的導覽系統。這個新系統被設計成可以根據使用者的年齡及教育程度，來提供合適的展覽資訊。目前這個系統被設置在一個120公分高、箱子形狀的機器裡，分別座落在館內20個地點。遊客可以透過他們的會員卡來啟動虛擬導覽。另外，這項系統還能夠記錄使用者在導覽中所學習的資訊，並且將此紀錄寄送到個人的電子郵件帳戶裡。這個功能方便使用者在日後溫習自己所學的知識。目前此系統僅提供中文導覽服務，不過館方正設法於不久的將來加入英文導覽服務。因此，當你下次參觀科教館的時候，解說導覽聽起來就會比較像正常人，不再像是從火星來的一樣，說著無法理解的語言。

[image: image7.jpg]



	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What does “the tour guide is speaking in an alien language” mean?
(A)
The tour guide is from Mars.
(B)
The tour guide is not human. 
(C)
The tour guide speaks in a language from outer space.
(D)
The tour guide speaks in a language you don’t understand.

(    ) 2.
How common is the computer-based tour guide system?
(A)
It is very common.  All the museums in Taiwan use it.
(B)
It is not common.  No other museum in Taiwan has it.
(C)
It is quite common.  Some other museums in Taiwan also use it.
(D)
The information is not given in this article.

(    ) 3.
The new tour guide gives information according to 　　　　　.
(A)
how handsome or beautiful the user is
(B)
how much money the user paid for using the guide
(C)
the user’s age and educational level
(D)
how well the user did in school

(    ) 4.
How many computer-based tour guide machines are there in the museum?
(A)
At least five machines.
(B)
At least ten machines.
(C)
At least twenty machines.
(D)
The information is not given in this article.
(    ) 5.
The new tour guide system gives information in 　　　　　.
(A)
Mandarin
(B)
English
(C)
French
(D)
both Mandarin and English


Eleven Golden Horse Awards Nominations for Lust, Caution

金馬新寵兒「色戒」

The Golden Horse Awards, the Taiwanese equivalent of the Oscars, recently released its list of nominations on Oct. 27, 2007 for its 44th Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival.  Lust, Caution, the most recent addition to Ang Lee’s repertoire of award-winning films, was nominated in eleven categories including best film, best director, best actor, and best actress.  This film, an erotic espionage thriller, is based on the short story of the same name written by Eileen Chang and published in 1950.  Set mostly in 1942 Shanghai during the Japanese occupation, this film describes how a young woman (Tang Wei) tries to assassinate a top-ranking Chinese intelligence officer (Tony Leung) who works for the Japanese.  In addition, this film also accurately and beautifully shows what Shanghai is like in the 1940s.  Finally, even though this film is rated NC-17 for its graphic sexual content, it is still a must-see for fans of Ang Lee and for those who enjoy movies that are artistic and thoughtful.



recently (adv) 最近地  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Jolin recently released her new music album last month.

最近蔡依林在上個月發行她的新專輯。


film (n) 影片  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I saw many films at the annual film festival in Taipei.

我在一年一度的台北電影節看了許多影片。


director (n) 導演  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Ang Lee is a famous Taiwanese director who had produced many award-winning films.

李安是台灣有名的導演，他催生了許多得獎電影。

Japanese (adj) 日本（人）的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The boys in my class really like to watch Japanese cartoons.

我班上的男生們真的很喜歡看日本卡通。

show (v) 示範  eq \o\ac(○,初)
This movie shows us how to become a responsible and diligent person.

這部電影示範我們如何成為一個負責且勤奮的人。

actress (n) 女演員  eq \o\ac(○,初)
We were all amazed by how beautiful the actress looked in the movie.

這位女演員在電影中的美麗模樣令我們驚艷。


參考字彙，無須背誦
The Golden Horse Awards 金馬獎

repertoire (n) 作品集

Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival
                    台北金馬影展

nominated 被提名的

Lust, Caution ＜色戒 ＞
category (n) 類別

equivalent (adj) 相同的

erotic espionage thriller 情色間諜
                        驚悚電影

Oscars 奧斯卡

occupation (n) 職業

assassinate (v) 暗殺

Shanghai 上海

nomination (n) 提名

NC-17  17歲以下青少年禁止觀看

graphic sexual content 煽情的內容

must-see 非看不可的

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

台灣的奧斯卡，金馬獎最近於10月27日公布第44屆台北金馬影展的入圍名單。剛成為李安得獎電影作品集之一的＜色戒 ＞，總共被提名多達11個項目，包括最佳影片、最佳導演、最佳男主角以及最佳女主角。這一部情色間諜驚悚片改編自作家張愛玲於1950年所發表的同名短篇小說。故事背景主要是在1942年日據時代的上海，描述一名年輕女性（湯唯）嘗試暗殺一名替日本工作的高階中國情報員（梁朝偉）。另外，本片以準確且唯美的方式呈現出1940年代的上海風貌。雖然該片因為過於煽情的畫面，而被列為不適合17歲以下青少年觀賞，但對於李安的影迷還有哪些喜歡藝術且有深度電影的人們來說，＜色戒 ＞仍是一部非看不可的電影。
	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What is the Golden Horse Awards?
(A)
Awards for fast horses.
(B)
Awards for movies.
(C)
Awards for books.
(D)
Awards for good students.

(    ) 2.
Who directed the movie, Lust, Caution?
(A)
Oscar
(B)
Tony Leung
(C)
Ang Lee
(D)
Tang Wei

(    ) 3.
Which of the following awards was Lust, Caution nominated for?
(A)
Best actor.
(B)
Best actress.
(C)
Best director.
(D)
All of the above.

(    ) 4.
What is the name of the book this movie is based on?
(A)
Lust, Caution.
(B)
1942 Shanghai.
(C)
The Death of Chinese Intelligence Officer.
(D)
The answer is not given.

(    ) 5.
The writer of this article describes this movie to be 　　　　　.
(A)
fun and exciting
(B)
beautiful and interesting
(C)
artistic and thoughtful
(D)
accurate and beautiful


Guguan Hot Spring Festival

谷關「溫泉」文化節

Hot springs are widely believed to have relaxing and therapeutic properties.  They are known to alleviate the symptoms of many skin diseases and are even believed to be good therapy for those with arthritis or stomach diseases.  Thus, hot springs are very popular in Taiwan.  And one of the most popular hot springs in Taiwan is in Guguan, Taichung County. 

Guguan’s hot spring was the first hot spring discovered in Taiwan in 1907.  Since then, the area around the hot spring has become one of the most famous scenic sites in Taiwan.  Many hot spring hotels have sprung up in the area, and they provide various hot spring experiences such as energizing hot springs, Zen hot springs, Japanese-style hot springs, and even Bali-style hot springs. 

This November marks the 100th anniversary of the hot spring’s discovery.  Hence, there will be a hot spring festival in Guguan starting in November to celebrate this historic event.  The festival will last until the end of January next year and is designed not only to promote the hot springs but also to encourage tourism in Guguan and its surrounding tourist sites.  Activities such as folk dances, food-tasting events, and agricultural product exhibitions will be held regularly during this three-month festival.  Therefore, don’t forget to visit Guguan and soak in its famous hot spring this winter!



discover (v) 發現  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Columbus was believed to be the first European to discover America.

人們相信哥倫布是首位發現美洲大陸的歐洲人。

famous (adj) 有名的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Thomas Edison was a very famous inventor.

湯瑪士‧愛迪生是有名的發明家。

provide (v) 提供  eq \o\ac(○,初)
This book provides many examples on how to write good essays.

這本書提供許多如何撰寫出好散文的範例。

experience (n) 經驗  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Studying abroad is a very good learning experience.

出國唸書是很好的學習經驗。

festival (n) 節慶  eq \o\ac(○,初)
My family and I had a delicious barbeque on the day of the Moon Festival.

我家人和我在中秋節享用了一頓美味的烤肉大餐。

encourage (v) 鼓勵  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The teacher often encourages her students to read English books at home.

這位老師時常鼓勵她的學生在家閱讀英文書籍。


參考字彙，無須背誦
relaxing (adj) 放鬆的

disease (n) 疾病  eq \o\ac(○,中)
scenic site (n) 景點

therapeutic properties (n) 治療的功效

therapy (n) 治療  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Zen (adj) 禪的

hot spring (n) 溫泉

arthritis (n) 關節炎

Bali-style (adj) 巴里島風格的

alleviate (v) 減輕；緩和

Guguan (n) 谷關

historic (adj) 歷史性的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
symptom (n) 症狀  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Taichung County (n) 台中縣

tourism (n) 旅遊業  eq \o\ac(○,中)
folk dances (n) 民俗舞蹈

agricultural product exhibition (n) 
農產品展

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

廣為人知地，溫泉具有放鬆及治療的功效。它可以舒緩許多皮膚疾病的症狀，人們甚至相信泡溫泉是治療關節炎和腸胃疾病的好方法。因此溫泉在台灣非常受歡迎。而台中縣的谷關溫泉，便是台灣最受歡迎的溫泉之一。

發現於1907年，谷關溫泉是台灣第一座溫泉。從那時候開始，谷關溫泉的周邊地區便成為台灣最有名的觀光景點之一。許多溫泉飯店有如雨後春筍般地在該地區林立，提供各種不同的溫泉體驗，例如活力泉、「禪」湯、日式湯屋、甚至還有巴里島風格的溫泉。

今年適逢溫泉的100週年發現紀念日。從11月到明年1月底，谷關地區將舉行溫泉文化節來慶祝這個歷史事件，同時推廣溫泉並且帶動谷關與鄰近景點的旅遊及觀光發展。在三個月的節慶期間裡，將舉行民俗舞蹈、試吃還有農產品展覽等各種活動。所以今年冬天別忘了到谷關遊玩，浸泡在有名的溫泉之中吧！
	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What are some of the therapeutic properties hot springs are believed to have?
(A)
They help people with skin diseases to get better.
(B)
They help people with stomach diseases to get better.
(C)
They help people with arthritis to get better.
(D)
All of the above.

(    ) 2.
How long have the Guguan hot spring been discovered?
(A)
Around one hundred years.
(B)
Around ten years.
(C)
Around a year.
(D)
Around three months.

(    ) 3.
What kinds of hot springs are there in Guguan?
(A)
Zen hot springs.
(B)
American-style hot springs.
(C)
Japanese-style hot springs.
(D)
Both A and C.

(    ) 4.
When will the Guguan Hot Spring Festival end?
(A)
End of November 2007.
(B)
End of December 2007.
(C)
End of January 2008.
(D)
End of February 2008.

(    ) 5.
If you go to Guguan on November 10, 2007, what activities won’t you see there?
(A)
Folk dances.
(B)
Food tasting events.
(C)
Both A and B.
(D)
None of the above.


Taipei European School
Christmas Bazaar

歐洲「聖誕市集」在台北

More than 5000 people attended the 13th Annual Taipei European School (TES) Christmas Bazaar held on December 1, 2007 at the school’s new elementary school campus.  Located near the Zhi Shan MRT Station, the campus was transformed into a lively European Christmas market for this special occasion. 

A wide variety of food reflecting the diverse student body was sold at the bazaar.  Foods such as hamburgers, sandwiches, fish and chips, and crepes could be readily bought at the many beautifully decorated booths in the campus.  In addition, dishes from France, Germany, India, and Mexico, prepared by TES parents, also added a global feel to the European market. 

Not only was there good food, there were also many different forms of entertainment.  There was a raffle event that included prizes such as a painting by Hsu Shu Hsiu and plane tickets to Europe, Cambodia, and Malaysia.  Children could take pictures with Santa, decorate Christmas cookies, and even get their nails painted and hair streaked.  Furthermore, there was also an art auction of many exquisite paintings by TES High School students.  Finally, if you missed this year’s event, it’s all right. There will be another one next year!


attend (v) 參加  eq \o\ac(○,初)
More than 2000 people attended the conference on global warming.

超過兩千人參加了這場全球暖化的會議。

campus (n) 校園  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The new elementary school has a beautiful campus.

這所新小學的校園很美麗。

hold, held (v) 舉行  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The 2008 Summer Olympic Games will be held in Beijing.

2008夏季奧運將在北京舉行。

dish (n) 菜餚  eq \o\ac(○,初)
My aunt can cook some very delicious Chinese dishes.

我阿姨做的中國菜非常好吃。

prize (n) 獎品  eq \o\ac(○,初)
She won many prizes at her school’s annual spring fair.

她在學校每年春天的園遊會中贏了許多獎品。

decorate (v) 裝飾  eq \o\ac(○,初)
It is usually my responsibility to decorate the Christmas tree every year.

每年裝飾聖誕樹的工作通常是由我負責的。

參考字彙，無須背誦
Taipei European School 台北歐洲學校

fish and chips 炸魚和馬鈴薯片

art auction 藝術品拍賣會

bazaar (n) 市集；市場

crepes (n) 薄烤餅

streak (v) 將…編成長條狀

booth (n) 攤位

Zhi Shan MRT Station 捷運芝山站

global (adj) 全球的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
reflect (v) 反映出  eq \o\ac(○,中)
entertainment (n) 娛樂  eq \o\ac(○,中)
diverse (adj) 多元的

raffle (n) 樂透兌獎活動

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

2007年12月1號，有超過五千人參加這場在台北歐洲學校（TES），小學部新校區所舉辦的第十三屆年度聖誕市集。為了這個特別的日子，這個位在捷運芝山站附近的校園搖身一變，成為熱鬧非凡的歐洲聖誕市集。

市集裡販賣的食物種類多變，反映出學生來自世界各地的特質。舉凡像是漢堡、三明治、炸魚和馬鈴薯片以及薄烤餅都已經準備好，在眾多裝飾美麗的攤位裡等大家來購買。此外，由學生家長所準備的法國、德國、印度以及墨西哥佳餚，也讓這個歐洲市集更加地國際化。

除了美食以外，這裡還有各種不同形式的娛樂。現場的樂透兌獎活動，提供了豐富的獎品例如：徐術修的畫作以及飛往歐洲、柬普寨和馬來西亞的機票。小朋友可以和聖誕老人拍照、自己動手作聖誕餅乾，甚至還可以進行指甲彩繪、把頭髮編成長條狀。另外，當天還舉行了一場藝術品拍賣會，所有的拍賣品都是由台北歐洲學校高中生自行創作的高水準畫作。假如您錯過了今年的這場盛宴，別灰心。因為明年還是有機會的！
	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
Where was the Christmas bazaar held?
(A)
TES’s elementary school campus.
(B)
Zhi Shan MRT Station.
(C)
France.
(D)
Europe.

(    ) 2.
How many times has the Christmas bazaar been held?
(A)
It’s held on December 1, 2007.
(B)
It is the first time that it has been held. 
(C)
It has been held thirteen times. 
(D)
The information is not given.

(    ) 3.
Based on the food sold at the bazaar, which countries are some of the TES students from?
(A)
Germany.
(B)
India.
(C)
Mexico.
(D)
All of the above. 

(    ) 4.
According to the article, if you bought a raffle ticket at the bazaar, what prizes might you win?
(A)
An airplane. 
(B)
A famous painting. 
(C)
A flight ticket to the U.S.A.
(D)
A picture with Santa.

(    ) 5.
What conclusion can you draw about the TES Christmas Bazaar from this article?
(A)
The TES Christmas Bazaar was very successful.
(B)
Not many people went to the TES Christmas Bazaar.
(C)
You can’t do many things at the TES Christmas Bazaar.
(D)
Children will be very bored at the TES Christmas Bazaar.


Recycling — Taiwan’s Green Miracle

資源回收 — 台灣的「綠色奇蹟」

Imagine taking a stroll down the streets of Taipei on a nice summer day.  Instead of well-maintained sidewalks and roads, you see piles of garbage at the head of every lane and alley waiting to be collected.  The stench of decay and spoiled food fills the air, which is accompanied by the continuous buzz of flies encircling these bountiful feasts filled with fattened cockroaches and rats.  This was what the streets of Taipei as well as other parts of Taiwan were like twenty years ago.  Garbage was seen everywhere polluting the air and water around it.  It was then that the Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) was established, and it started a series of environmental protection measures.  

Now, the quality of Taiwan’s environment has improved significantly.  According to Winston Dang, Minister of EPA, Taiwan is now ranked either first or second place in the world in terms of recycling rate.  Taiwan’s overall recycling rate is 61 percent, which is more than Singapore’s 51 percent.  In addition, Taiwan’s domestic waste recycling rate of 36 percent is 4 percent more than U.S.’s.  Thus, Taiwan’s recycling program has caught the attention of the international community, and many countries are eager to learn from Taiwan’s experience.  Hence, Taiwan not only has an economic miracle, but it also has a green miracle! 



imagine (v) 想像  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Can you imagine how hard it is to get the tickets to that concert?

你能想像要買到這場演唱會的票有多困難嗎？

sidewalk (n) 人行道  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Don’t walk on the road; walk on the sidewalk.

別走在馬路上，要走在人行道上。

pollute (v) 污染  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The wastes from those factories are polluting the river.

那些工廠排放出來的廢棄物污染了河川。

environment (n) 環境  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Recycling helps keep the environment clean and beautiful.

資源回收幫助保持環境的整潔與美麗。

international (adj) 國際性的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The leaders of many countries went to the international meeting to talk about global warming.

許多國家的領袖出席了這場國際會議來討論全球暖化的議題。

experience (n) 經驗  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The summer program provides valuable teaching experience to new teachers.

這場夏季課程提供新手教師許多寶貴的教學經驗。

參考字彙，無須背誦
well-maintained (adj) 保持良好的

stench (n) 惡臭

decay (n) 腐爛  eq \o\ac(○,中)
spoiled (adj) 敗壞  eq \o\ac(○,中) 

accompany (v) 陪伴  eq \o\ac(○,中)
continuous (adj) 連續的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
feast (n) 盛宴  eq \o\ac(○,中)
Environmental Protection Administration (n) 環境保護署

establish (v) 建立  eq \o\ac(○,中)  

significantly (adv) 十分顯著地  eq \o\ac(○,中)
environmental protection measures (n)  環境保護措施  

Minister of EPA (n) 環保局

rank (v) 排行  eq \o\ac(○,中)
recycling rate (n) 資源回收率  

domestic waste (n) 國內的廢棄物

community (n) 社會  eq \o\ac(○,中)
economic miracle (n) 經濟奇蹟

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

想像自己在一個宜人的夏日裡，徐徐漫步於台北的街道。囤放在每個大街小巷口，堆積如山的垃圾，取代了原本狀況良好的人行道和馬路。肥胖的蟑螂與老鼠來回穿梭在這些豪華饗宴裡，腐爛與敗壞食物散發出來的陣陣惡臭，充斥在空氣之中、伴隨著蒼蠅在上空不斷盤旋所發出的嗡嗡聲。這曾經是二十年前台北街頭以及台灣各地的模樣。隨處可見的垃圾，不斷地污染著四周的空氣和水。環境保護署便是在那個時候所成立的，並且於當時採取了一連串的環境保護措施。

如今，台灣的環境品質已經有顯著的改善。環保署長陳重信表示，在資源回收率方面，台灣的世界排名絕對在前兩名以內。台灣全國的資源回收率高達61%，遠超過新加坡的51%。除此之外，台灣國內的廢棄物資源回收率為36%，與美國相比多出4%。因此，台灣的廢棄物回收計畫吸引了國際社會的目光，許多國家都渴望來學習台灣經驗。所以，台灣不僅有經濟奇蹟，更是綠色奇蹟的最佳代表呢！
	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What can you see on the streets of Taipei twenty years ago according to the article?
(A)
Clean and beautiful sidewalks.
(B)
Piles of garbage.
(C)
Feasts with lots of delicious food.
(C)
Well-maintained streets.

(    ) 2.
What was the effect of all the garbage at the head of the alleys and lanes?
(A)
The alleys and lanes look very artistic.
(B)
The streets smell very nice.
(C)
The air and water around the garbage get polluted.
(D)
Both A and C.

(    ) 3.
Around what time was the EPA established?
(A)
Twenty years ago.
(B)
Thirty-two years ago.
(C)
Fifty-one years ago.
(D)
The information is not given.

(    ) 4.
How good is Taiwan’s recycling program?
(A)
Not very good.  Singapore and U.S.’s recycling programs are better.
(B)
All right.  Taiwan’s recycling program is better than Singapore’s but not

as good as U.S.’s.
(C)
All right.  Taiwan’s recycling program is better than U.S.’s but not as

good as Singapore’s.
(D)
Very good.  Taiwan’s recycling program is one of the best in the world. 

(    ) 5.
What is U.S.’s domestic waste recycling rate?
(A)
4 percent.
(B)
32 percent.
(C)
36 percent.
(D)
The information is not given.


Half a Million People Converged at Taipei 101 on New Year’s Eve

瘋狂跨年夜 —— 101煙火秀

“Stop pushing!” “I can’t move!” “I can’t see the fireworks from here!”  These were some of the recurring themes on the streets near Taipei 101 around midnight on New Year’s Eve.  These streets were packed with people waiting to see the fireworks display at Taipei 101.  And at exactly 12 am, Jan. 1, 2008, 12,000 rounds of fireworks were launched from the skyscraper lighting up the night sky for 188 seconds with a dazzling display of beauty and wonder.  Gold, symbolizing wealth and happiness, was chosen to be the theme color of this year’s fireworks display to signify Taiwan’s prosperous future and robust economy. 

The turnout for the New Year’s celebration was significantly higher than last year.  According to police estimates, around 460,000 people attended the New Year’s Eve celebration in front of Taipei City Hall, and the MRT registered a record high of 1.93 million passengers between 6 am on Dec. 31, 2007 to 6 am on Jan. 1, 2008.  This was 360,000 more passengers compared to the same period a year ago. 

This high turnout was partly due to speculations that this year would be the last fireworks display at Taipei 101.  Michael Liu, assistant vice president of the Taipei International Financial Center that owns Taipei 101, stated that, with the rising number of office rentals, there may not be enough office space for another fireworks display at the tower for the 2009 New Year countdown.  Fortunately, this is just speculation.  We may have an even bigger and better fireworks display at Taipei 101 next year!



pack (v) 塞滿了  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The train was so packed with people that we couldn’t get in.  

火車上擠滿了人，我們根本進不去。

wonder (adj) 驚奇的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The beautiful scenery filled us with wonder.  

美麗的風景讓我們心中充滿了驚奇。

future (n) 未來  eq \o\ac(○,初)
I promise we’ll go on a vacation to Hawaii in the near future.  

我保證在不久的將來，我們要去夏威夷度假。

attend (v) 參加  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Around five hundred people attended the wedding.  

大約有五百人參加了這場婚禮。

record (n) 記錄  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The athletes trained hard to break the world record.  

運動員努力地進行訓練以求打破世界紀錄。

passenger (n) 乘客  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The Airbus A320 can hold up to 180 passengers. 

這架空中巴士A320可以容納180名乘客。


參考字彙，無須背誦
firework (n) 煙火  eq \o\ac(○,中)
symbolize (v) 象徵  eq \o\ac(○,中) 
Taipei City Hall 台北市政府  

recurring themes 重複上演的景象

wealth (n) 財富  eq \o\ac(○,中)
speculation (n) 預測

New Year’s Eve 新年夜

signify (v) 表示

turnout (n) 聚集人數

Taipei International Financial Center
                  台北國際金融中心

fireworks display 煙火表演

prosperous (adj) 昌隆的  eq \o\ac(○,中)
office rentals 辦公室出租

launch (v) 發射  eq \o\ac(○,中)
robust (adj) 健全的

assistant vice president 副總特助

skyscraper (n) 摩天大樓  eq \o\ac(○,中)
economy (n) 經濟  eq \o\ac(○,中)
dazzling (adj) 炫目的

estimate (v) 估計  eq \o\ac(○,中)
中文翻譯：

「不要推啦！」、「我動不了啦！」、「我在這邊看不到煙火！」這些都是跨年夜接近午夜時分，在台北101周圍街道上重複上演的景象。街道上擠滿了等待欣賞台北101煙火表演的群眾。2008年1月1日凌晨12點整，12,000發、長達188秒的煙火從摩天大樓頂端射向天際，以最炫目的方式將台北的夜空點綴地暨美麗又驚奇。象徵著財富及幸福的金色，是今年煙火秀的主題色彩，用來表示未來台灣國運昌隆、經濟健全。

參加跨年活動的人數較去年高出許多。根據警方的估計，大約460,000人參加了在台北市政府前廣場所舉辦的跨年晚會。根據捷運局的記錄，從2007年12月31日凌晨6點到2008年1月1日凌晨6點整為止，共有1,930,000人次的乘客。跟去年相比，足足多出360,000人次。

會有如此多的人潮，部分原因是由於謠傳今年有可能是台北101最後一次的煙火表演。擔任台北國際金融中心（擁有台北101的集團）副總特助的劉家豪表示：隨著不斷上升的辦公室出租率，未來可能沒有足夠的辦公室，來提供2009年倒數活動煙火表演所需的空間。幸好這只是個預測罷了，說不定明年在台北101會有更多、更棒的煙火表演呢！
註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
How long was the fireworks display at Taipei 101?
(A)
At exactly 12 am.
(B)
12,000 rounds.
(C)
188 seconds.
(D)
At Taipei 101.

(    ) 2.
Why was gold chosen to be the theme color for this year’s fireworks display?
(A)
It’s because gold is a beautiful color.
(B)
It’s because gold is very expensive.
(C)
It’s because everyone in Taipei likes this color.
(D)
It’s because gold symbolizes wealth and happiness.

(    ) 3.
How many people took the MRT between 6 am on Dec. 31, 2006 to 6 am on Jan. 1, 2007?
(A)
360,000 people.
(B)
460,000 people.
(C)
1.57 million people.
(D)
1.93 million people.

(    ) 4.
Who is Michael Liu?
(A)
He is the owner of Taipei 101.
(B)
He works for Taipei International Financial Center.
(C)
He made the fireworks for the fireworks display at Taipei 101.
(D)
He is the president of a company.

(    ) 5.
Why were there significantly more people at this year’s New Year’s celebration?
(A)
A lot more people wanted to go out this year.
(B)
There may not be another fireworks display at Taipei 101.
(C)
This year’s fireworks display is better than the ones before.
(D)
Many popular singers sang in front of Taipei 101 this year.


Taipei Public Library Going Green

最「環保」的台北市立圖書館

In the days of skyrocketing oil prices and energy costs, energy- efficient public buildings not only are good for the environment but also save a lot of taxpayers’ money.  Taipei now has one of East Asia’s most environmentally-friendly and energy-efficient buildings — Taipei Public Library Beitou Branch. 

Opened in November 2006, the library has many energy saving features: First, the library has many large windows.  The large windows allow a lot of sunlight into the library and provide good ventilation.  This allows the library to save energy on interior lightning, fans, and air conditioning.  Second, a part of the library’s roof is covered with photovoltaic cells.  These cells convert sunlight into electricity.  This helps the library use less electricity.  Third, twenty centimeters of soil covers another part of the roof, which provides the library insulation from the cold in the winter and from the heat in the summer.  Finally, the library’s sloping roof helps it save water by gathering and storing rain water.  The rain water is then used to flush the library’s toilets.

The library is only a six-minute walk from Xinbeitou MRT Station.  Don’t forget to visit it when you’re in the area!      



oil (n, adj) 石油  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Every year, Taiwan buys a lot of oil from many countries.

台灣每年從許多國家購買石油。

price (n) 價格  eq \o\ac(○,初)
The price of oil has gone up a lot this year.

今年的石油價格上漲需多。

public (adj) 公共的  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Many public bathrooms in Taiwan are quite clean.

台灣許多的公廁都很乾淨。

environment (n) 環境  eq \o\ac(○,初)
We need to take good care of our environment.

大家必須好好保護我們的環境。

store (v) 儲存  eq \o\ac(○,初)
Remember to store some food in your home before the typhoon comes. 

颱風來之前記得在家中儲存一些食物。

gather (v) 收集  eq \o\ac(○,初)
We gathered lots of wild strawberries when we were in the forest. 

當我們在森林裡的時候蒐集了許多野生草莓。

參考字彙，無須背誦
skyrocketing (adj) 漫天高漲的

interior lighting 室內照明

energy costs 能源費用

photovoltaic cells 光生電壓式電池

energy-efficient 節約能源的

convert (v) 轉換

environmentally-friendly (adj)
        對環境友善（無害）的

taxpayer (n) 納稅人

soil (n) 土壤  eq \o\ac(○,中)
feature (n) 特色  eq \o\ac(○,中)
insulation (n) 隔離

Xinbeitou MRT Station 新北投捷運站

Taipei Public Library Beitou Branch

            台北市立圖書館北投分館

sloping roof 傾斜屋頂

ventilation (n) 通風

East Asia 亞洲東部

註：1.
 eq \o\ac(○,初) 為初級英檢字彙； eq \o\ac(○,中) 為中級英檢字彙。

　　2.
單字表內的單字為教育部規定之「國民中小學英語基本字彙」所列單字；至於參考字彙內的單字則為文章中關鍵單字。

中文翻譯：

在這個石油價格以及能源費用漫天高漲的日子裡，節約能源的建築不僅對環境有益，更能為納稅人省下不少錢。台北市立圖書館北投分館 —— 是亞洲東部對環境最友善且最節約能源的建築之一。

開幕於2006年11月的北投分館，具備許多節約能源的特點：首先，這間圖書館有許多大型窗戶。這些窗戶讓日光能夠照射到圖書館裡面，並且提供良好的通風。藉此，北投分館可以節省室內照明、風扇以及空調系統消耗的能源。接著，圖書館的部份屋頂上覆蓋了許多光生電壓式電池。這些電池可將日光轉換成電力，讓圖書館減少能源的使用。第三，圖書館另一部份的屋頂蓋滿了20公分厚的泥土，來隔絕冬日的寒氣以及夏天的熱氣。最後，圖書館的傾斜式屋頂藉由匯集與儲存雨水來節約用水。這些雨水隨後被應用在館內的沖水馬桶。

本圖書館距離新北投捷運站僅需六分鐘的步行時間。當您來到附近的時候，可別忘記去參觀一下喔！
	Challenge Yourself


(    ) 1.
What is good about energy-efficient public buildings?
(A)
They are good for the environment.
(B)
They look more beautiful than normal buildings.
(C)
They save taxpayers’ money.
(D)
Both A and C.

(    ) 2.
Taipei Public Library Beitou Branch is one of the most energy-efficient buildings in 　　　　　　.
(A)
the U.S.A. 
(B)
Japan
(C)
East Asia
(D)
Both B and C. 

(    ) 3.
How do the large windows help the library save energy?
(A)
They allow more sunlight to go into the library.
(B)
They allow the library to not use the air condition as often. 
(C)
They make the library look more beautiful.
(D)
Both A and B.

(    ) 4.
What effect does the soil on the roof have on the library?
(A)
It allows the library to look more natural.
(B)
It helps keep the library warm in summer.
(C)
It helps store water for the library.
(D)
It helps the library to stay warmer in the winter. 

(    ) 5.
How far is the library from Xinbeitou MRT Station?
(A)
It’s not far from the station.  It’s only a short walk from the station.
(B)
It’s very far from the station.
(C)
It’s not far from the station, but you still have to walk for a long time

to get there.
(D)
The information is not given in the article.


P3
1. (C)　　2. (B)　　3. (C)　　4. (A)　　5. (C)

P5
1. (D)　　2. (B)　　3. (B)　　4. (A)　　5. (C)

P7
1. (B)　　2. (C)　　3. (D)　　4. (B)　　5. (A)

P9
1. (D)　　2. (C)　　3. (D)　　4. (A)　　5. (B)

P11
1. (C)　　2. (B)　　3. (A)　　4. (D)　　5. (C)

P13
1. (D)　　2. (C)　　3. (A)　　4. (B)　　5. (D)

P15
1. (B)　　2. (A)　　3. (D)　　4. (D)　　5. (C)

P17
1. (C)　　2. (A)　　3. (D)　　4. (C)　　5. (B)

P19
1. (A)　　2. (B)　　3. (A)　　4. (C)　　5. (D)

P21
1. (D)　　2. (B)　　3. (C)　　4. (B)　　5. (C)

P24
1. (C)　　2. (D)　　3. (B)　　4. (A)　　5. (A)

P27
1. (A)　　2. (A)　　3. (B)　　4. (B)　　5. (C)

P30
1. (D)　　2. (B)　　3. (C)　　4. (C)　　5. (A)

P33
1. (B)　　2. (C)　　3. (D)　　4. (A)　　5. (C)

P36
1. (D)　　2. (A)　　3. (D)　　4. (C)　　5. (D)

P39
1. (A)　　2. (C)　　3. (D)　　4. (B)　　5. (A)

P42
1. (B)　　2. (C)　　3. (A)　　4. (D)　　5. (B)

P45
1. (C)　　2. (D)　　3. (C)　　4. (B)　　5. (B)

P48
1. (D)　　2. (C)　　3. (D)　　4. (D)　　5. (A)
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