
MULTI-

LITERACY 
Beyond the Textbook 

Using Storybooks 

Tiffany Hwang, Fulbright TEFL Advisor 

May 27, 2020 



• Richmond, Virginia 

• M.Ed. in Educational Psychology and 

Applied Developmental Science 

from the University of Virginia 

• TESOL Certificate from the University 

of Virginia 

• 2017-2019, Fulbright Taitung ETA  

• 2019-2020, Fulbright TEFL Advisor 

TIFFANY HWANG 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
Stand up if you agree, sit down if you disagree 

I attended the last workshop on 5/13 

about multi-competence and storybooks 

with Dr. Agnes Tang. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
Stand up if you agree, sit down if you disagree 

I have a pretty good idea of what most 

my students like and dislike. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

Most my students can recognize and 

write some letters on their own.  



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

Most my students can recall the whole 

alphabet and letter sounds on their 

own. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

Most my students can write their 

own  names. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

I have read a storybook at school 

this year. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

I have read a storybook this week. 



Stand Up, Sit Down 
 

I hope to read another storybook by 

the end of the year. 



- Review reading strategies and benefits of 

storytelling 

- Define and discuss multi-literacy 

- Model how to connect storybooks, 

activities, and the English curriculum 

- Troubleshoot challenges of implementing 

read-alouds 

- Share storybook ideas and resources 

Agenda 



Why is 

reading 

important? 

Take three cards 

Write one idea per card 

Do not write your name 



Why is reading important? 

1. In your group, lay out all your cards so everyone can see. 

2. Read all the cards out loud.  

• If there are duplicates, just leave one and take the rest out. 

3. Decide on 3 to 5 meaningful categories for your group’s 

collection of cards. 

4. Sort your cards into these categories.  

 

 



A  

Autonomous Action 

A1 Physical and Mental 

Wellness and 

SelfAdvancement 

Possess the ability to conduct sound physical and 

mental developments, and maintain an appropriate 

view of humans and self. Through decision-making, 

analyses, and knowledge acquisition, students can 

effectively plan their career paths, search for 

meaning in life, and continually strive for personal 

growth 

A2 Logical Thinking 

and Problem Solving 

Possess competency in systematic thinking to 

understand problems, engage in analyses, think 

critically, and endeavor in meta-thoughts, with the 

ability to reflect and conduct actions, to effectively 

tackle and solve problems in daily life. 

A3 Planning, 

Execution, Innovation, 

and Adaptation 

Possess the ability to devise and execute plans, as 

well as the ability to explore and develop a variety of 

professional knowledge; enrich life experience and 

fully utilize creativity to improve one’s adaptability to 

social change. 



B  

Interactive 

Communication 

B1 Semiotics and 

Expression 

Possess the ability to understand and use various 

types of symbols, including languages, characters, 

mathematics and science, bodily postures, and arts 

to communicate and interact with others, and 

understand and feel empathy for others. Be able to 

make use of these abilities in daily life or at the 

workplace. 

B2 Information and 

Technology Literacy 

and Media Literacy 

Possess the ability to effectively use technology, 

information, and media of all types, develop 

competencies related to ethics and media literacy, 

and develop the ability to analyze, speculate about, 

and criticize humans’ relationships with technology, 

information, and media. 

B3 Artistic 

Appreciation and 

Aesthetic Literacy 

Possess the abilities of art awareness, creation, and 

appreciation, experience artistic culture through 

reflection on arts in daily life, enrich artistic 

experiences, and develop the ability to appreciate, 

create, and share arts. 



C  

Social Participation 

C1 Moral Praxis and 

Citizenship 

Possess competency in putting morality in practice from the 

personal sphere to the social sphere, and gradually develop a 

sense of social responsibility and civic consciousness; take 

initiative in concern for public topics and actively participate in 

community events; pay attention to the sustainable development 

of humanity and the natural environment; and exhibit the 

qualities of moral character to recognize, appreciate, and 

practice good deeds. 

C2 Interpersonal 

Relationships and 

Teamwork 

Possess the competency in exhibiting friendly interpersonal 

feelings and the ability to establish strong interactive 

relationships; establish communication channels with others, 

tolerate outsiders, and participate and serve in social activities 

and other activities requiring teamwork. 

C3 Cultural and Global 

Understanding 

Stick to one’s own cultural identity, respect and appreciate 

multiculturalism, show active concern for global issues and 

international situations, demonstrate the ability to adapt to the 

contemporary world and to social needs, develop international 

understanding and a multicultural value system, and strive for 

world peace. 



What is Multi-Literacy? 

• We must prepare children for the literacy challenges of 

our globalized, networked, culturally diverse world. 

• Increasingly, knowledge comes in many forms (e.g., 

print, images, audio, video, etc.) 

• How can children share their knowledge in multimodal 

ways?  

• How can we harness local diversity and global 

connectedness to teach cultural and linguistic 

diversity? 
 

(New London Group, 1996) 

 









Turn and Talk 

What challenges are there in 

implementing a curriculum like this? 



Challenges 

• I’m worried about the level of my students.  

• My students are shy about speaking. 

• This will take too much time. 

 



What will challenge my students the 

most in this text?  

 

What supports can I provide? 



What to say 

instead of  

I Don’t Know 



Reading Comprehension 

Success depends on three criteria:  

1. The commitment instructors make to arm themselves with a 

set of strategies 

2. How well instructors can model their own strategic thinking 

while reading 

 

 

 

           (Chibrorowski, 1999) 



Think-A-Louds 

As you watch the video… 

 

Write down three takeaways, 

quotes, or questions. (One idea 

per card) 

 

Please write clearly! 

 





Think-A-Louds 

1. Find a partner. 

2. Give them one of your cards 

and explain one idea you 

wrote. 

3. Each person should give a 

card and receive a card. 

4. When time’s up, switch 

partners. 

 

 





Reading Comprehension 

Success depends on three criteria:  

1. The commitment instructors make to arm themselves with a 

set of strategies 

2. How well instructors can model their own strategic thinking 

while reading (a.k.a. think-a-louds) 

3. How well instructors can convince their students that such 

strategies are useful in improving reading comprehension  

 

           (Chibrorowski, 1999) 



Reading Comprehension 

Strategies 

• Predicting with prior knowledge 

• Visualizing characters and events 

• Inferencing 

• Questioning and Clarifying 

• Connecting with other perspectives 

• Summarizing 

• Synthesizing and identifying author’s 

purpose 

• Evaluating story elements 

• Text to self 

• Text to text 

• Text to world  

 

 



Reading Comprehension 

Strategies 

• Predicting with prior knowledge 

• Visualizing characters and events 

• Inferencing 

• Questioning and Clarifying 

• Connecting with other perspectives 

• Summarizing 

• Synthesizing and identifying author’s 

purpose 

• Evaluating story elements 

• Text to self 

• Text to text 

• Text to world  

 

 



Challenges 

• I’m worried about the level of my students.  

• My students are shy about speaking. 

• This will take too much time. 

 



How will this text help my students 

build knowledge about the world? 



Positive, Safe Learning Environments 

Lowering the affective filter can be done by: 

1. Tap into their prior knowledge 

2. Allow time for classmates to get to know each other (e.g., 

voting, turn and talk, movement, etc.) 

3. Make connections to their daily lives 

 

                 (Arnold, 2000) 







Find your match 







My name is 
Stanley. 













Where is _____ from? 

 

X   Sorry, I don’t know. 

✔️   He’s / She’s from 

_____.  



















Challenges 

• I’m worried about the level of my students.  

• My students are shy about speaking. 

• This will take too much time. 

 



How can I structure the text to fit my 

students and my schedule? 



Time Management 

• Read and re-read a little at a time 

• Build a read-aloud and class routines 

• Simplify the language if needed 

• Scaffold and reuse graphic organizers, charts, and visuals 



Time Management 

• Read and re-read a little at a time 

• Build a read-aloud and class routines 

• Simplify the language if needed 



Time Management 

• Read and re-read a little at a time 

• Build a read-aloud and class routines 

• Simplify the language if needed 



Time Management 

• Read and re-read a little at a time 

• Build a read-aloud routine 

• Simplify the language if needed 

• Scaffold and reuse graphic 

organizers, charts, and visuals 

• Break one story up over multiple 

classes 

 

 

  





When I grow up, I want to be... 







Sharing Ideas 

& Resources 



I am still curious to learn 

more about… 



RESOURCES 



Resources  

Getepic.com (free account for educators using a .edu email account) - lots of 

picture books for reading and listening 

International children’s digital library http://en.childrenslibrary.org/ 

ETAs - you can access www.readinga-z.com 

Username: FSEETA  /  Password: FSEETA 

Reading Rockets 

ETA Storybooks 

Storytime Online 

Graphic Organizers 

Using Comics and Graphic Novels 

 

 

 

 

http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
https://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
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